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Counting our Blessings  
 
Last week was one of the highlights of the Senior Year. We were fortunate 
enough to be able to attend our Senior Camp at the Murraylands Aquatic 
camp. In a year that has brought about so much change and uncertainty it 
is more important than ever to take the time to count our blessings. Camp 
was indeed a great blessing; situated on the beautiful River Murray, the 
sunrises and sunsets provided an invitation to take a moment, to breathe 
in a fresh new morning, and connect with the wonders of God’s beautiful 
creation.  
 
Additionally, camp provides an opportunity for the children to step outside 
their comfort zones, to try new things and continue to develop their 
perseverance, confidence and relationships. Each day we were amazed by 
the Seniors’ achievements, after having a go in challenging situations, the 
children returned from the activities with beaming smiles and faces full of 
pride.  
 
I am grateful for; the Senior class stepping outside of their comfort zone 
and trying new things, for the experiences and memories created along the 
way and for the opportunity to take a moment each day and enjoy God’s 
wonderful creation. What are you thankful for this week? 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Submitted by Jess Robinson 

Upcoming Events
WEEK 3

WED 28 - THUR 29
• School Tour 
 
FRI 30 OCTOBER
• Loud Shirt Day

• World Teacher’s Day

WEEK 4
FRI 6 NOVEMBER
• Sports Day

WEEK 5 - P.E WEEK
WED 11 NOVEMBER
• Rememberance Day

WEEK 6 
MON 16 NOVEMBER 
• Year 6 / Reception Buddy Excursion

WEEK 7  
MON 23 NOVEMBER
• Reception Transition Day

TUES 24 - WED 25 NOVEMBER
• School Tour

FRI 27 NOVEMBER 
• Year 2 Play day & Pizza night
• Assembly Sport Presentations 
 
 



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 2 Tew/Saint  

 
From the Principal 
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY OCTOBER 30 
Friday is World Teachers Day (Australia), where 
teachers throughout Australia are celebrated. To our 
teachers, I am incredibly grateful to work with a team 
of teachers who are dedicated to their students, to the 
continual improvement of teaching and learning, and 
to the educational profession. Each year, this is a day 
to specifically thank teachers for their work – please 
consider a message to let your child’s teacher know 
they are valued, and know that you can do this any day 
of the year!

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS 
I recently held a very informative conversation via Zoom 
with a number of school parents regarding uniform. 
The feedback about this conversation was very positive 
and it is my intention to continue to open up the 
opportunity for me to communicate with parents in this 
format.

I am scheduling two community conversations in 
the coming weeks to speak with families about 
communication and engagement during a COVID-
safe 2021. How can we keep parents involved in our 
community in a safe way? What do you feel that you 
have missed through 2020 that you would like to have 
a solution for in 2021? Do you have any great ideas for 
how to bring our community together in a COVID-safe 
way?

I will be holding the following conversations via Zoom:

• Wednesday 4 November 9:30am – 10:15am

• Monday 9 November 5:30pm – 6:15pm

Please email nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au to register 
for a place in either conversation.

WATER TANKS, GRACE, AND REFORMATION

As a child, I was fortunate to grow up in a household 
where love and grace were plentiful. My brothers may 

have disagreed at the time, because we did some pretty 
crazy things and had quite strict consequences as a 
result. But our parents gave us a lot of freedom to be 
ourselves, to try things and make (many) mistakes. We 
had consequences, but we also knew that we were 
loved, even if we had just accidentally, say, destroyed 
a full 20,000L water tank when we missed the cans 
in target practice. (Disclaimer: example for illustrative 
purposes only.)

On Saturday, 31 October, the Lutheran Church will 
celebrate Reformation Day. Five centuries ago, Martin 
Luther, an Augustinian monk, nailed 95 theses to a 
church door, sparking a movement for change in the 
church. Luther’s study of the Bible led him to realise 
that we are not saved by our efforts to do good or by 
paying money to the church; rather, we are saved by 
God’s grace and through faith in Jesus.

I know that I was very blessed to have the childhood 
that I did, full of love and grace. I also know that I am 
blessed every day to have a loving Father God who 
gives me freedom to make choices about my life, big 
and small, and then continues loves me unconditionally, 
regardless of how many mistakes I make. His love is 
free, and it’s for everybody. We can’t earn it, it’s just 
there for us to receive. This is what Martin Luther 
came to learn through his study of the Bible, and the 
Reformation followed as this news spread.

In the early days of the Christian church, Paul wrote to 
the believers in Ephasus, describing this love and grace 
to them. I like The Message Bible version of this:

Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this 
world and the next to shower grace and kindness upon us 
in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we 
do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from 
start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d 
probably go around bragging that we’d done the whole 
thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does 
both the making and saving.

Ephesians 2:7-10 The Message 
 
Leila Mattner| Principal 

http://nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


Students celebrating 
birthdays this week 
Cody Schilling  
Hoai Huynh 
Eliza-Diamond Clarke 
Esther Coad

From the Deputy Principal
CLASS ALLOCATIONS 2021 
Later in Term Four, we will be creating new class lists 
for 2021. If you have any significant child needs that 
you believe should be considered during the class 
allocation process for next year, please email me in the 
next week at jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au. Please be aware 
that this is a complicated process which will take into 
account educationally, medically or socially relevant 
information. Therefore, we cannot take parent or 
student requests simply based on personal preference 
for teachers or student combinations. As always, we 
take seriously the trust you place in us as educators 
to make the best decisions we possibly can for all 
students.

BOOK WEEK 
A huge thankyou to Ms Wendy McLeod for her amazing 
efforts with Book Week last week. There was an 
amazing buzz around the school all week and of course 
the Book Week Assembly and Parade topped it all off. 
Thank you also to the parents and loved ones who 
helped with costumes and the smooth running of the 
Book Fair. 

YEAR 6 CAMP 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students on their 
amazing efforts at camp last week. The Year 6 camp 
is based on the Murray River and involves students 
stepping out of their comfort zone to sail, kayak, 
kneeboard and ski to name just a few activities. It is 
amazing to see how far these students have come as 
they enter their last few weeks of primary school. A big 

thankyou to the Year 6 teachers, Miss Robinson and 
Miss Mattner, and supporting teachers, Mrs Janetzki, 
Miss Bartlett and Miss Bergen for their work to ensure 
a safe and exciting camp experience.  
 
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Wellbeing Leader
OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
Did you know that women aged 40 and over are 
entitled to a free mammogram every 2 years through 
BreastScreen Australia? Early detection of breast 
cancer provides the best chance of effective treatment 
and improved quality of life. Being ‘breast aware’ means 
becoming familiar with the normal look and feel of your 
breasts and reporting any unusual breast changes to 
your doctor as soon as possible.  
 
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT THURSDAY 
29 OCTOBER- YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
It’s not too late to register! Please register for our 
upcoming Parent Information Night around Youth 
Mental Health First Aid on Thursday 29 October at 
7.30pm. Vincent Riviere is a consultant and trainer 
for Posimente, an organisation who works to support 
students struggling with their mental health. This 

http://jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


1-hour information session will outline a number of 
services available for support and ways to that you 
can help your child if they are struggling with their 
mental health. A number of St Paul staff have had the 
opportunity to be trained in the 2-day Youth Mental 
Health First Aid course with Vincent over the last couple 
years. Register via the Facebook event or email admin@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

Vincent will cover the following: 

•  Supporting families and carers to understand mental 
health and wellbeing for children and young people.

•  Assisting families and cares to unpack and develop 
key wellbeing protective factors and strategies at home.

•  Assisting families and carers to frame positive 
meaningful conversations and tools to be able to 
observe, respond and refer emerging wellbeing 
concerns to St Paul’s wellbeing team. 

VISITOR SIGN IN 
You will notice a new sign in system in our school office. 
The tablet and sticker system is now to be used for all 
visitors to St Paul. This includes volunteers, allied health 
professionals and for parents who have meetings with 
teachers. If you require assistance, please don’t hesitate 
to speak with one of our office team staff members. 
 
SPORTS DAY EFORM 
This week an EForm has been sent home to all families 
for you to indicate if you intend to collect your child/
ren early at the conclusion of Sports Day. Students will 
be able to be collected from Kiss n Drop from 1:30-
2:00pm. Parents are asked to drive through Kiss N 
Drop, or park their car and wait on the grass near the 
Amphitheatre and School Shed to collect their child. If 
you do not indicate an early pick up via the EForm, you 
are able to collect your child at the regular finish time of 
3.15pm. 
2020 SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
An EForm for our 2020 School Magazine has also been 
sent out. We are asking families to indicate if they 
would like a school magazine for each child or a school 
magazine for the family. If you do not choose an option 
via the eForm, a school magazine for each child will be 
ordered.  

VOLUNTEER’S MORNING TEA 
Unfortunately we are unable to host our annual 
Volunteer’s Morning Tea this year so we will be 
celebrating the wonderful work of our volunteers a little 
differently this year. Stay tuned!

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader 
 

General News 
BOOK WEEK AND BOOK FAIR 2020 
Thank you to all the wonderful St Paul parents, carers 
and students who supported Book Week and Book 
Fair last week; it was a great success! The money 
raised through the Book Fair benefits the whole St Paul 
community as it goes directly back into purchasing 
books and resources for our school. Thank you also to 
my amazing parent helpers Tamra Purton, Lyn Ratsch, 
Liann Tape, Tanya Siebert, Louise Venning, Theresa 
Doyle and Renate Burls. 

I wanted to give a special thank you to all the parents 
and carers who assisted their children with dress up 
costumes for the Book Week dress up day, everyone 
looked amazing! 

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

Church News
TIME TO CELEBRATE!
Our St Paul Church Council is pleased to announce the 
acceptance of Pastor Matthew Bishop and his family for 
position of Pastor at St Paul Lutheran Church. This is a 
very exciting occasion after many months in Pastoral 
vacancy. We are so pleased God has answered our 
prayers! We look forward to meeting Pastor Matthew 
and his family and working together in Christ in our St 
Paul community in the new year. A part of the personal 
message from Pastor Matthew: 

“I look forward to pastorally sharing the Gospel of Christ 
with each soul within the congregation, school and wider 
community into which God’s mission will take us. Afterall: 
‘See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!’ (1 
John 3:1 [NIV]).”

http://admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
http://admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

ALL WELCOME - SERVICES AT ST PAUL
St Paul Worship Services: Traditional 8.30am / Contemporary 10.00am.
Godly Play for Primary School aged children is on in Term 4 during our 
10.00am service time. We would love to see you and your family there.
DID YOU KNOW?  
Reformation Day is October 31 every year. This day is 
celebrated in the Lutheran church to remember the 
work of Martin Luther and all the reformers and their 
contributions to the faith. The colour of the day is RED 
reminding us of the Holy Spirit coming to God’s people. 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES OF LOVE 
A huge thank you to all or families who prepared and donated shoeboxes 
for this wonderful ministry outreach. In total so far our school and Church 
communities have collected over 50 boxes this year! A fantastic effort! Thank 
you so much for your support.
SPY TERM 4
St Paul Youth for Years 6-8 next meets on Friday 6 November, 7-9pm in 
the hall. Cost is $2. Boys please bring some supper to share. Please bring 
something in sealed packaging i.e biscuits, box of shapes, crisps. For more 
information, call Nicole on 0412 686 342.
PLAYGROUP
Playgroup meets each Tuesday at 9am in the Hall. For parents and carers 
with children ages 0-5 years. Join us for a time of play, songs and story. This 
week we are looking at colours. For more information, call Nicole on 0412 
686 342.
VIRTUAL QUIZ NIGHT
The Prospect-Enfield-Adelphos Inter-Church Council (PEAICC) is holding 
a Virtual Quiz Night as the only fundraiser for the year for public school 
Chaplaincy. This will be held on 31 October. Tickets are $20. Gather in a 
group of 6-8, join in the Facebook Market Place Auction and have a great 
night! See the Church noticeboard for more details or contact Judy Carr via 
our Church Office on 8262 4690 by Saturday, 24 October. 
SPIN CAMP JANUARY 2021
How exciting! Spin Camp is looking at running in 2021 and face to face, 
provided we keep up with all the Covid rules. Registrations are open now. For 
young people in Year 4-6 from 12-15 January at Camp Kedron in Barmera. 
Early bird cost $180. Places are limited. For more details and to register visit 
https://www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/ 

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
The Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others. 1 Corinthians 12:7

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
We thank you for your gifts, O Lord, 

that bless our lives each day.

https://www.blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/ 

